EARLY   IMPRESSIONS
terrible. Oh, the jolting, the jarring, and the bone
shaking! Each day the misery increased, till every
bone in our bodies was bruised and aching, and every
nerve racked to its utmost. I should not recom-
mend this mode of conveyance to any one contem-
plating a journey in Persia. When we first went
to the Land of the Lion and the Sun, carriages were
very scarce and very expensive south of Teheran.
Now they are becoming much more generally used,
at any rate as far as Isphahan. When we left
Kerman in 1902 we drove to Yezd in a carriage
kindly lent to us by one of the Kerman native
gentlemen. Albeit the wheels came off occasionally
and various other accidents took place, still it was
a very luxurious way of travelling, comparatively
speaking. Then, when we finally left Persia in 1903,
we drove from Isphahan to Teheran in a private
carriage belonging to a friend who lent it to us for
the journey; so that I fully expect by now that
travelling by carriage has become quite the ordinary
mode of journeying in Persia.
The last part of that drive into Teheran has left
a vivid remembrance on my mind. It was a Satur-
day, and we were very desirous of reaching Teheran
that night, otherwise it meant spending Sunday at
a village near the city, as we did not like travelling
on that day. So we determined to push on at all
costs. To add to our difficulties it began to pour
with rain soon after starting in the morning, and
continued a steady drench the whole day. Long
before we reached the end of our stage we were both
wet through to the skin. Sunset found us still some
twenty miles out of Teheran, and, the horses begin-
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